CHRISTMAS GRACES

Yet Christmas has above all a taste of hope because, for all the darkness in our
lives, God’s light shines forth. His gentle light does not frighten us. God, who is
in love with us, draws us to himself with his tenderness, by being born poor and
frail in our midst, as one of us. He is born in Bethlehem, which means “house of
bread.” In this way, he seems to tell us that he is born as bread for us; he enters
our life to give us his life; he comes into our world to give us his love. He does
not come to devour or to lord it over us, but instead to feed and serve us. There is
a straight line between the manager and the cross where Jesus will become bread
that is broken. It is the straight line of love that gives and saves, the love that
brings light to our lives and peace to our hearts.

Let us approach him with trust, starting from all those things that make us feel
marginalized, from our limitations and our sins. Let us be touched by the
tenderness that saves. Let us draw close to God who draws close to us. Let us
nause to gaze upon the crib, and relieve in our imagination the birth of Jesus:
light and peace, dire poverty and rejection. With the shepherds, let us enter into
the real Christmas, bringing to Jesus all that we are, our alienation, our unhealed
wounds, our sins. Then, in Jesus, we will enjoy the taste of the true spirit of
Christmas: the beauty of being loved by God. With Mary and Joseph, let us
pause before the manager, before Jesus who is born as bread for my life.
Contemplating his humble and infinite love, let us simply tell him: Thank you.
Thank you because you have done all this for me.
(Pope Francis)
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